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Hartwig Art Foundation presents Digital Cosmos, a two-day forum on art and
artificial intelligence. Keynote speakers include Holly Herndon, Yuk Hui, john
gerrard, Marina Otero and Benjamin Bratton

With contributions from Xin Liu, Cory Arcangel, Thandi Loewenson, Michael Connor,
Victoria Ivanova, Nolan Oswald Dennis, LAS, Lukas Likavéan, Metahaven, Bahar
Noorizadeh, and Nestor Siré

Thomaskerk, Amsterdam
21-22 November 2025

Digital CoS§mos
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a two-day forum explorinﬂe intersection of
artificial intelligencée®™ife and art .

21 - 22 November Thomaskerk, Amsterdam

john gerrard, X. Laevis (Spacelab) 2017 (2017). Simulation. Still courtesy of the artist. Graphic design: Catherine Hu.

Hartwig Art Foundation is proud to present Digital Cosmos, a two-day
international forum taking place at Thomaskerk in Amsterdam on November
21-22, 2025. The event will critically examine the role of art amid the rapid rise
of artificial intelligence and its profound planetary transformation.

Digital Cosmos explores the current, unprecedented moment in time. Atrtificial
intelligence has diversified into a myriad of forms and applications, both inside our
devices and in the world around us. This technology is evolving so rapidly that we
might already be living in an ‘extended reality’, a cosmos of hybrid spaces and life
forms.

This extended reality is only possible because of a vast, planetary network of
supercomputers and countless data centers. This infrastructure stores the digital
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remnants of human memory on which Al is trained, consuming considerable
amounts of energy and water. It is within this complex and resource-intensive digital
ecosystem that the forum seeks to situate artistic and critical practice.

This two-day event brings together visionary artists, thinkers, cultural institutions, and
technologists to collectively navigate the convergences of artificial intelligence, life,
and art. The programme will explore key questions:

e What happens when life, intelligence, and technology become
indistinguishable?

e How do artistic practices engage with the ethical, social, and
environmental implications of artificial intelligence?

e How can cultural institutions collaborate with technologists to build a
sustainable digital art infrastructure as a shared resource?

The event opens on Friday Evening with a talk and listening session by artist and
composer Holly Herndon. She will offer a rare, decade-spanning look into her and
Dryhurst studio's pioneering work on Al and music, tracing how their sound and
compositional approach have developed as the tools themselves have changed,
culminating in insights from their most recent exhibition at KW.

On Saturday, Professor of Philosophy at Erasmus University Rotterdam, Yuk Hui
will provide the opening keynote. Hui is the author of several influential monographs
that have redefined the way we think about technology and culture, including Art and
Cosmotechnics, Post-Europe, Machine and Sovereignty and the forthcoming Kant
Machine.

Architect Marina Otero will give a keynote in which she will investigate the
intersection between digital infrastructures and the climate crisis and propose new
paradigms of data storage. Thandi Loewenson will give a lecture performance
drawing on an extensive archive of extraterrestrial encounters in Southern Africa,
revealing how, amid intense struggles over land sovereignty, the skies became a
charged arena where settlers’ anxieties and liberation movements’ aspirations
intertwined.

Artist john gerrard will talk about his work X. laevis (Spacelab), a simulation
responding to the 1992 Space Shuttle Endeavour mission during which frogs were
sent into space to test whether they could reproduce in zero gravity, an investigation
about life’s possibilities beyond Earth.

Other panel talks will explore themes ranging from artificial life and cosmic
metabolism to black consciousness of space and grassroots alternatives to dominant
techno-economic paradigms.

At the end of the day, philosopher of technology Benjamin Bratton will deliver the
final keynote. Bratton is the director of Antikythera, a research programme focused
on planetary computation, and is known for his work spanning social theory, artificial
intelligence, and speculative design. His foundational concept of Planetary
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Computation frames global digital infrastructures as an "accidental megastructure,”
The Stack.

Following the first international conference Art in the Age of the Metaverse in 2023,
we’re calling our local and global community and our partners back to meet and
exchange in Amsterdam at De Thomas, a Brutalist church located just steps away
from Hartwig Proxy and the future site of the Hartwig Museum.

FULL PROGRAMME

Friday 21 November
At Thomaskerk:
8:10 PM - 8:30 PM: Welcome by Beatrix Ruf and introduction by Memory Gems

8:30 PM - 10:00 PM: Talk by Holly Herndon with a listening session, followed by
Q&A

A rare, decade-spanning look into the pioneering Al and music work from her and
Dryhurst’s studio. Herndon will trace how her sound and compositional approach
have developed alongside the changing tools, bringing listeners up to date with the
ideas behind her most recent exhibition at KW.

At Proxy:
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM: Building the Civic Art Stack workshop (invitation-only)

Saturday 22 November
At Thomaskerk:

10:00 AM - 10:20 AM: Welcome by Beatrix Ruf and introduction by Memory Gems

10:20 AM - 11:10 AM: Keynote talk by Yuk Hui, Professor of Philosophy at
Erasmus University Rotterdam and author of Art and Cosmotechnics a.o.

11:10 AM - 12:05 PM: Keynote talks by Marina Otero on her project Computational
Compost, which explores experimental, ecological data storage to challenge
extractivist cloud models, followed by a lecture performance by Thandi
Loewenson examining how colonial anxieties continue to shape the politics and
technology of space infrastructures. Followed by a conversation moderated by
Arthur Steiner.

12:05 PM - 12:45 PM: Cory Arcangel in conversation with Margarita Osipian,
discussing his recent practice, from the use of obsolete technology to frictions with
digital media and Al, and reflecting on the uneasy drift between technological and
cultural time and questions of global resources.

Lunch break


https://www.hartwigartfoundation.nl/en/programmes/art-in-the-age-of-the-metaverse-now/
https://www.hartwigproxy.nl/
https://www.hartwigartfoundation.nl/en/museum/
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1:30 PM - 2:20 PM: Panel Talks by Nolan Oswald Dennis, Lukas Likav€éan and
Xin Liu moderated by Leonardo Dellanoce

2:20 PM - 2:55 PM: Keynote talk by john gerrard, fundamentally questioning how
contemporary computer mediums—including simulation, network, and Al—should
operate in response to the global ecological and cultural polycrisis.

3:15 PM - 4:05 PM: Panel Talks by Nestor Siré and Bahar Noorizadeh moderated
by Emily Pethick

4:05 PM - 4:55 PM: Keynote talk by Benjamin Bratton, director of Antikythera and
author of The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty a.o.

5:20 PM - 6:00 PM: Metahaven in conversation with Amira Gad

6:00 PM - 6:50 PM: Introduction by Beatrix Ruf to Panel Talks by LAS, Victoria
Ivanova and Michael Connor moderated by José Luis de Vicente

6:50 PM - 7:00 PM: Outro and goodbye by Memory Gems (10 mins)
At Hartwig Proxy (Parnassusweg 213):
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM: Becoming Brainrot workshop (public)

7:30 PM - 10:30 PM: Screening programme. Also on Sunday 22 November 11:00
AM - 5:00 PM (free of charge).

BUY TICKETS HERE

More information about the workshops

Workshop — Becoming Brainrot (Public) The Becoming Brainrot workshop offers
a hopeful look at meme culture's future, reframing the rapid spread of absurd, Al-
generated content not as mere 'slop,' but as a powerful, internet-native folklore.
Inspired by its pushback against algorithmic efficiency, this session will explore how
collective, Al-enabled world-building creates community through shared, emotional
weirdness. Participants will move from critical reflection to hands-on practice,
generating and physically assembling their own brainrot figures to collectively
expand an emerging digital universe.

Workshop — Building the Civic Art Stack (Invitation Only) This invitation-only
workshop convenes key players—artists, public code stewards, and infrastructure
builders—to collaboratively prototype the civic art stack: a new model for open digital
cultural infrastructure as a shared public resource. The discussion focuses on
challenging the proprietary layers that dominate digital public space, particularly
those controlled by major corporate players. Instead, the group will explore an


https://hartwig-art-foundation.weticket.io/digital-cosmos
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alternative conceptualization where cultural institutions define and emit open
information platforms, focusing on new governance, funding, and collaboration
models essential for a future-proof, civic-minded digital ecosystem.

Screening Programme at Hartwig Proxy

A selection of video works from the participating artists will be on show at Hartwig
Proxy (Parnassusweg 213) on Saturday 22 November (until 10:30 PM) in the
evening and Sunday 23 November (11:00 AM — 5:00 PM). Entry to the screening
programme is free of charge.

Digital Cosmos is commissioned by Hartwig Art Foundation and presented in
collaboration with Rijksakademie and Memory Gems (Leonardo Dellanoce and
Arthur Steiner). The first international conference Art in the Age of the
Metaverse took place from March 10-12, 2023 at De Balie Amsterdam, in
collaboration with Rijksakademie.

For press inquiries, contact Alexia Menikou: am@alexiamenikou.com
Download press images HERE

NOTES TO EDITORS
About Hartwig Art Foundation

Hartwig Art Foundation is dedicated to fostering and facilitating the production,
presentation, mediation, preservation, and collection of contemporary art. Through
artist collaborations and partnerships with a wide range of institutions, we foster new
artistic production and engagement. Currently, the foundation is developing the
Hartwig Museum, a new major contemporary art museum in Amsterdam, set to
open in 2028. For more information, please visit here.

Recently, Hartwig Art Foundation opened Hartwig Proxy (Parnassusweg 213), a
new testing ground imagined as a meeting place for the neighbourhood and the city
in the years before the Hartwig Museum opens.

www.hartwigartfoundation.nl
Instagram
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