Hartwig Art Foundation: Saidiya Hartman's Minor Music comes to Venice

HARTWIG
MUSEUM

Hartwig Art Foundation presents Minor Music at
the End of the World by SAIDIYA HARTMAN

During the preview week of the Venice Biennale 2026

Directed by SARAH BENSON, featuring ANDRE HOLLAND, OKWUI OKPOKWASILI, film by
ARTHUR JAFA. With artistic contributions by PRECIOUS OKOYOMON and CAMERON
ROWLAND

Teatro Goldoni, Venice, Italy
Tuesday, May 5, 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 6, 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 7, 4 p.m, followed by an artist talk.

How does one live at the end of the world? What blossoms in the Black morning?

Hartwig Art Foundation presents Minor Music at the End of the World by writer and scholar Saidiya
Hartman at Teatro Goldoni in Venice on 5,6 and 7 May, during the preview week of the Venice
Biennale 2026, following its critically acclaimed world premiere in Amsterdam last October.

The stage adaptation, structured in three movements, is based on Saidiya Hartman’s acclaimed
essay The End of White Supremacy, An American Romance, which draws inspiration from W.E.B.
Du Bois’s The Comet — a speculative short story written in the aftermath of the 1918 global
pandemic that imagines the end of the world — and a new work, Dead River, a performative text
conceived as a ceremony of life in the wake of catastrophe.

The collaboratively developed stage performance explores the possibility of Black life at the end of the
world and in the wake of racial capitalism and white supremacy. Against this complex and layered
backdrop, Minor Music conveys an ongoing series of catastrophes that converge at this critical
inflection point — among others, the arrival of Africans in New York City, the first slave auction in lower
Manhattan, the precarity of Black life, global pandemics, and environmental catastrophes that make
life seemingly unliveable. In doing so, it provokes a series of penetrating questions about Black life at
the end of the world and the new social formations that arise in its wake.

“It's important to say that Minor Music isn’t a play. It's performed discourse. This is consonant with the
African diasporic intellectual tradition, where poetry finds a place in critical writing. It's alive, like Aimé
Césaire’s Notebook of a Return to the Native Land [1939]. I'm following in the path of many other
artists who are trying to create thought in multiple domains. How do we make thought in multiple
places, like the stage, the performance, Arthur’s film, Precious’s beautiful petrified forests, the
movement of Okwui?” — Saidiya Hartman.

Directed by Sarah Benson, Minor Music at the End of the World features a film by Arthur Jafa,
lead performances by actor André Holland and actor/sonic movement artist Okwui Okpokwasili,
and artistic interventions by artists Precious Okoyomon, whose powerful scenographic contribution
provides the haunting landscape for the second movement, and site specific reseach by Cameron
Rowland, under the executive production of Professor Tina Campt and Beatrix Ruf (Director
Hartwig Art Foundation and the future Hartwig Museum). Together with Hartman, this ensemble of
artists transforms her original essays into a site-specific performance in three movements:

Movement I: The End of White Supremacy — Featuring Andre Holland

Movement ll: Dead River — Featuring Okwui Okpokwasili, with Bria Bacon, Audrey Hailes, and AJ
Wilmore

Movement lll: The World is Dead — film by Arthur Jafa

“At the heart of Minor Music is a powerful spirit of collective creation—bringing together a constellation
of celebrated artists and combining literature, film, installation art, movement, and sound into a
singular stage experience. Collaborating with Saidiya Hartman and her exceptional team of creators
to bring her influential writings to life through this evolving and deeply collaborative process has been
an extraordinary journey. The premiere in Amsterdam was a profoundly meaningful experience,
marked by an engaged and generous audience, and it affirmed the urgency and resonance of the
work. We are honoured to present Minor Music at the Teatro Goldoni in Venice next, and we look
forward to sharing this vital work—perhaps today more than ever—in a new context.” — Beatrix Ruf,
director Hartwig Art Foundation.

Background

Minor Music was initiated by a staged reading of Hartman'’s The End of White Supremacy by André
Holland at the 92nd Street Y in New York City, which later evolved into a multidisciplinary performance
and film project. Developed with the support of The Princeton Collabatorium for Radical Aesthetics
and artists Precious Okoyomon, Okwui Okpokwasili and Arthur Jafa, the project was commissioned
by Hartwig Art Foundation with workshops and performances in Ostia, Italy and The Brooklyn
Academy of Music (BAM) in New York. It culminated in an invited rehearsal at BAM in 2024. The piece
premiered at Internationaal Theater Amsterdam (ITA) in Amsterdam over the weekend of October 3,
2025, accompanied by a contextual programme of artist talks and a day of Black study held at ITA and
Melly in Rotterdam.

Watch the trailer

Notes to editor

Tickets will be available soon.

Press requests
Please reach out to Hartwig Art Foundation for press tickets or interview requests.

Annematt Ruseler, Head of Communications Hartwig Art Foundation
press@hartwigartfoundation.nl | +31 (0)641835382
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Performance credits

Performers

André Holland, Lead Performer
Okwui Okpokwasili, Lead Performer
Bria Bacon, Movement Artist
Audrey Hailes, Movement Artist

AJ Wilmore, Movement Artist

Creative

Saidiya Hartman, Writer

Sarah Benson, Director

Mimi Lien, Scenic Designer

Stacey Derosier and Jane Cox, Lighting Designers
Josh Higgason, Live Camera Designer

Stan Mathabane, Sound Designer

Camilla Dely, Costume Designer

Collaborating Artists

Arthur Jafa, Film and Video Artist

Precious Okoyomon, Installation Artist

Peter Born, Sound Artist and Movement Adviser - Dead River
Cameron Rowland, Attendant of the Archive

Production

RR Sigel, Creative Producer

Betsy Ayer, Stage Manager

Maciej Lewandowski, Production Manager

Dante Green, Associate Director

Beatrice Perez-Arche, Assistant Stage Manager
Attilio Rigotti and Orsolya Szantho, Camera Operators

Tina Campt, Executive Producer
Beatrix Ruf, Executive Producer

Minor Music at the End of the World is commissioned and presented by Hartwig Art Foundation.
Production Residency Support provided by BAM.

Biographies

Saidiya Hartman is a scholar and writer from New York. She is a University Professor at Columbia
University. Hartman is the author of Wayward Lives, Beautiful Experiments, Lose Your Mother, Scenes
of Subjection among other publications. This acclaimed work has received the National Book Critics
Circle Award for Criticism, and the PEN/John Kenneth Galbraith Award for Nonfiction, the Judy Grahn
Prize for Lesbian Nonfiction, and the John Hope Franklin Prize. She has been a MacArthur Fellow,
Guggenheim Fellow, Cullman Fellow, and Fulbright Scholar. Minor Music is Hartman’s first stage
adaptation.

Sarah Benson is a two-time Obie award-winning theater director known for her work across theater
and performance. Her direction has been recognized for its architectural use of space and potent
engagement with spectatorship. She frequently partners with writers, visual artists, choreographers,
designers, and composers to realize interdisciplinary forms. Benson has developed and premiered
works at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, Walker Art Center, The Park Avenue Armory, The Atlantic
and Playwrights Horizons. She was a Director at Soho Rep from 2008-2023. Collaborators include:
Mimi Lien, Raja Feather Kelly, Branden Jacobs-Jenkins, Jackie Sibblies Drury, César Alvarez,
Richard Maxwell, Michael R. Jackson, Anna K. Jacobs, Stacey Derosier and Jane Cox. Benson also
directed the genre-defying Skittles Commercial: The Broadway Musical, which won the Grand Prix at
Cannes Lions. She is a Vilcek Prize awardee. Upcoming: Tartuffe, adapted by Lucas Hnath at NYTW.
Originally from the UK, Benson now lives and works in New York City.

Arthur Jafa is an artist and filmmaker. Across three decades, Jafa has developed a dynamic practice
comprising films, artefacts and happenings that reference and question the universal and specific
articulations of Black being. Underscoring the many facets of Jafa’s practice is a recurring question:
how can visual media, such as objects, static and moving images, transmit the equivalent “power,
beauty and alienation” embedded within forms of Black music in US culture? Jafa’s films have
garnered acclaim at the Los Angeles, New York andStar Film Festivals and his artwork is represented
in celebrated collections worldwide. Select recent institutional solo exhibitions include MCA Chicago,
lllinois (2024); OGR Torino, Italy (2022); LUMA Foundation, Arles, France (2022); Glenstone,
Potomac, Maryland (2021); Louisiana Museum of Modern Art, Humblebaek, Denmark (2021);
Fundagéao de Serralves, Porto, Portugal (2020); Musée d'art contemporain de Montréal, Canada
(2020); and Moderna Museet, Stockholm, Sweden (2019). In 2019, he received the Golden Lion for
the Best Participant of the 58th Venice Biennale May You Live in Interesting Times. During the 2026
Biennale, the Fondazione Prada in Venice will stage a two-person exhibition of Arthur Jafa and
Richard Prince.

Okwui Okpokwasili is a Brooklyn-based performer, choreographer and writer creating
multidisciplinary performance pieces. The child of immigrants from Nigeria, Okpokwasili was born
and raised in the Bronx. Her highly experimental productions include Bessie Award-winning pent-up: a
revenge dance, Bessie Award-winning Bronx Gothic, as well as poor people's TV room, poor
people's TV room (SOLO), when | return who will receive me, Adaku's revolf, and the participatory
performance installation Sitting on a Man’s Head. She is the recipient of numerous awards and
fellowships, including a 2018 Princeton University Hodder Fellowship, a 2018 Herb Alpert Award in
Dance, a 2018 Doris Duke Artist Award, a 2018 MacArthur Fellowship, and a 2025 Arts and Letters
Award from the American Academy of Arts and Letters.

André Holland is an acclaimed actor and producer whose work spans film, television, and theater.
He currently stars in The Actor and Love, Brooklyn (also as a producer), both premiering in 2025, as
well as The Dutchman, adapted from Amiri Baraka’s play. Upcoming, he stars in Lincoln in the
Bardo, directed by Duke Johnson. Holland’s recent film credits include Exhibiting Forgiveness,
Passing, and High Flying Bird, which he executive produced. He is widely known for his
performances in Moonlight, Selma, The Big Cigar (Apple TV+), The Eddy (Netflix), Castle Rock
(Hulu), and The Knick (Cinemax). On stage, he debuted on Broadway in Joe Turner's Come and
Gone, returned in Jitney, and most recently played Othello at Shakespeare’s Globe. Holland has also
worked extensively with The Public Theater and made his directorial debut with Greg Keller's Dutch
Masters.

Precious Okoyomon is a Nigerian-American poet and artist whose work considers the natural
world, histories of migration and racialization, and the pure pleasures of everyday life. They have
presented major solo exhibitions at Kunsthaus Bregenz, LUMA Westbau, Museum fiir Moderne Kunst,
and the Aspen Art Museum. Okoyomon has participated in the Venice Biennale (59th and 60th
editions) and the Whitney Biennial (2026). Their work is held in the permanent collections of Museum
fur Moderne Kunst, Frankfurt, and LUMA Arles. They are the recipient of the Frieze Artist Award and
the Chanel Next Prize (both 2021). In 2024, their second poetry collection, But Did You Die?, was co-
published by the Serpentine and Wonder Press.

Cameron Rowland lives and works in Queens, New York. Rowland has had solo exhibitions at Dia
Art Foundation, Beacon; Museum MMK fiir Moderne Kunst, Frankfurt; Institute of Contemporary Arts,
London; Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles; Galerie Buchholz, Cologne, Germany;
Etablissement d'en face, Brussels; Artists Space, New York and Essex Street / Maxwell Graham, New
York. Rowland received a Macarthur Fellowship in 2019.

About Hartwig Art Foundation

Hartwig Art Foundation is dedicated to fostering and facilitating the production, presentation,
mediation, preservation, and collection of contemporary art. Through artist collaborations and
partnerships with a wide range of institutions, we foster new artistic production and engagement.
Currently, the foundation is developing the Hartwig Museum, a new major contemporary art museum
in Amsterdam, set to open in 2028. Until the museum opens, our temporary space Hartwig Proxy
serves as a testing ground, conceived as a meeting place for neighbours, artists and cultural worlds
alike. For more information, please visit www.hartwigartfoundation.nl.
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Audrey Hailes, Bria Bacon, AJ Wilmore, Okwui Okpokwasili (L-r) in Saidiya Hartman, dir. Sarah Benson, Minor Music at the
End of the World (2025). Commissioned and presented by Hartwig Art Foundation, word premiere at Internationaal Theater
Amsterdam. Photo Fabian Calis.
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